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“The Spread of Infectious Diseases in Ancient East Asia with 
Focus on the Korean Peninsula and Its Implications for 

the Covid-19 Pandemic in the Two Korean States” 
To be presented by 

Dr Ilhong Ko (Seoul National University Asia Center, South Korea) 

Hosted by 

Korean Studies Centre at the University of Queensland, Australia 

In collaboration with 

SNU Asia Center, Korea &  
Asia-Pacific Assembly of National Unification Advisory Council, Korea 

 

DATE & TIME: Wednesday, 20 January  2021  

                            6:00 - 7:30 PM  (Brisbane, Australia) / 5:00 - 6:30 PM ( Seoul, South Korea) 

SPEAKER AND DISCUSSANT 
• Speaker: Dr Ilhong Ko (Seoul National University Asia Center, South Korea) 
• Discussant: Dr Jungwon Huh, Dr Juyong Jang 

ABOUT THE SPEAKER 

Dr. Ilhong Ko is a HK Research Professor at Seoul National University Asia Center 
(SNUAC). She received her M.A. and Ph.D. in Archaeology & Prehistory at the 
University of Sheffield and undertook her undergraduate studies at Seoul National 
University. Her research interests lie in human migration and exchange in ancient 
Korea, human practice and social reproduction/change, and North Korean 
archaeology. From 2009-2018, she participated in the Humanities Korea (HK) 
Project (funded by the National Research Foundation of Korea) at the Institute of 
Humanities, Seoul National University, where she collaborated actively with 
researchers of several other disciplines, such as philosophy, history, geography, and 
architecture, to explore the human condition and its permutations throughout time 
and space. In 2018 she joined Seoul National University Asia Center as a Research 
Fellow before becoming a HK Research Professor in 2020. Dr. Ko currently serves as 
the Regional Editor for the ‘News in Northeast Asia’ section of the IIAS Newsletter, 
published by the International Institute for Asian Studies, Leiden. She is also Editor 
of Gogoohak (Journal of the Jungbu Archaeological Society). 


