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I teach EAP to international PhD students at 
the University of Huddersfield  

I teach mix-discipline groups, mostly international 
students
My courses and workshops are short (2-4 sessions) not 
compulsory or credit-bearing: 
• Academic Writing Style

• Avoiding Plagiarism

• Summarising and Paraphrasing

• Critical Writing and Argumentation

• Writing Literature Reviews

• Writing Abstracts

• Use of Tenses and Passive Voice in Academic Writing

• Describing Visual Data

• Writing about Methods and Methodology

• Writing Results, Discussion and Conclusions Sections

• Improve Your Academic Writing with Corpora and 
Concordancers - Beginners (2 sessions)

• Improve Your Academic Writing with Corpora and 
Concordancers - Advanced (2 sessions)
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Corpus consultations have a role in 
“stimulating enquiry and speculation on 
the part of the learner, and helping the 
learner also to develop the ability to see 
patterning in the target language and to 
form generalizations to account for that 
patterning”

(Johns, 1991).

‘One criticism aimed at DDL is that it ignores the 

“big themes” of language’ (Boulton 2007: 1)

‘Language points that  seem to be the topic of 

DDL materials … tend to deal with the minute 

details of phraseology of particular words, and 

may be difficult to reconcile with the ‘big themes’ 

of language teaching’ (Hunston, 2002: 184). 

The challenge of connecting surface forms with 

discursive meaning in teaching (Ädel 2010: 49) 
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Rhetorical functions: some previous research
Two collections, Discourse on the Move: Using corpus analysis to describe discourse 
structure (Biber, Connor & Upton 2007) and Academic writing: At the interface of corpus and 
discourse (Charles, Pecorari & Hunston 2009), are dedicated to using corpora in the analysing and 
teaching of academic discourse.

Discipline-specific rhetorical moves are discussed by Anthony (1999),

Flowerdew (2003) Problem–Solution rhetorical pattern in professional and students’ writing 

The use of a corpus to enhance ‘rhetorical consciousness-raising’ was described by Lee and 
Swales (2006: 58). 

Charles (2007), rhetorical features, particularly concession strategies where writers anticipate and 
minimize potential criticisms

Flowerdew (2009) advocated using a corpus in teaching rhetorical elements of academic writing, 

Marco (2010) conducted an analysis of rhetorical items in a learner corpus of technical writing. 

Charles (2011) looked at lexico-grammatical patterns ‘as realisations of the specific rhetorical 
function’ (2011: 28) 

Boulton, Carter-Thomas & Jolivet(2012) ‘A criticism often levelled at corpus analysis is that while it 
is an extremely powerful approach for ‘low-level’ phenomena such as lexical and grammatical 
items, it is ill-adapted to ‘higher level’ considerations of discourse organisation, argumentation, and 
genre’ (2012: 3)

Poole (2016) used a corpus-assisted approach in teaching rhetoric in undergraduate composition

Crosthwaite, et al (2019) ‘We also see the need to move beyond corpus activities that focus solely 
on ‘low-level’ phenomena involving grammar and lexis, with corpora that facilitate analysis of 
‘higher-level’ phenomena at the discourse or genre level’ (2019:21).

‘The question remains: is DDL appropriate for the big 

themes of language learning?’ 

‘DDL should not be sidelined from the big themes, but nor 

should it be implemented wholesale; rather, it may best be 

considered an additional learning technique appropriate 

for some learners in some contexts’. 
(Boulton 2007: 5, 8)

One of the barriers to using corpus consultations in everyday 

teaching practice is the fact that ‘many DDL activities require 
considerable preparation time, and ready-made teaching 
materials are few and far between’ (Vyatkina & Boulton 2017: 2, see 
also Karpenko-Seccombe 2018).
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Corpus tools

All of these tools are 
free, 
open, 

easily accessible 
and user-friendly.  

Please go to www.menti.com and 
use the code 5096 9904
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1. Rhetorical pattern Creating a Research 
Space

2. Problem-solution pattern
3. Counter-argumentation

Rhetorical moves in argumentation

Swales, J. M., & Feak, C. B. (2009). Academic writing for graduate students: Essential 
tasks and skills Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press, p 244 
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Move 1 

Showing that the general research 
area is important, central, interesting, 
problematic, or relevant

Importance of the field

The adjective important is, according to Hyland 
and Jiang, the most common term across several 
disciplines (Applied linguistics, Sociology, 
Electrical engineering and Biology).

Hyland and Jiang 2016: 262

13

14



28/02/2022

Enter the word 

Choose the word form
Choose a Corpus

Choose right

Lextutor: How does it work?
https://lextutor.ca/conc/eng/

Nesi, Gardner, 
Thompson & 
Wickens, BAWE 
British Academic 
Written English 
corpus 
coventry.ac.uk/bawe

important

Lextutor Concordancer is a small part of the 
Compleat Lexical Tutor, a web-based language 
resource for data-driven second-language 
learning, developed by Tom Cobb of the University 
of Montreal

Establishing importance: Supporting 
claims (Lextutor, BAWE)
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Important

Establishing importance: Avoiding 
overstatements (Lextutor, BAWE)

A search for the most important in Lextutor
shows students the way academic writers try to 
avoid overgeneralisations by using hedges such 
as  perhaps, probably, arguably, possibly, 
usually, considered

17

18



28/02/2022

Establishing importance: Avoiding 
overstatements
Hedging by the use of phrases like : known as, described as, 
is considered to be, regarded to be, held to be, said to be, 
seems to be, will probably be. 

They also appear in quotes or in statements attributed to other 
authors, e.g. David Renton argues, John Breuilly describes 
as

British National Corpus: How does it work?
https://www.english-corpora.org/bnc/

Tools: 
POS
sections
list 
chart 
collocate 
compare
KWIC

The British National Corpus (BNC, Davies, 2004, 
originally created by Oxford University Press) is a 
100 million word corpus of British English texts. 

It represents a variety of genres: newspapers, 
fiction, spoken language. For academic writers the 
most relevant part is its 15 million word section of 
academic English. 

BNC-English corpora is a very rich resource which 
has a wide variety of functions.
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Collocates search of the 
phrase 
the most important in BNC-
English corpora

Rhetorical moves in argumentation

Swales, J. M., & Feak, C. B. (2009). Academic writing for graduate students: Essential 
tasks and skills Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press, p 244.
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Move 1 

Introducing and reviewing items of 
previous research

Engaging with other authors’ arguments:
BNC-English corpora, this argument,
KWIC search
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Engaging with other authors’ arguments:
BNC-English corpora, this argument 

to accept
to develop
to confirm
to counter
to be convinced by
to expand
to follow
to develop
to provide empirical   

support for
to be convinced
to find the argument 

convincing 

does not apply
becomes hard to sustain
has been extended
has been questioned
has been used
has received wide 

currency
has been explored
is accepted

Alex Henry: the approach to teaching writing should 
‘encourage learners to develop their learning and 
analytical skills so that they can identify and use 
effectively the linguistic formulas’.

(Henry 2007: 463)
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Engaging with other authors’ arguments:
BNC-English corpora, this argument  search

There is a dangerous circularity about this argument
The difficulty about this argument
Platt doesn’t fully accept this argument
The rationale behind this argument
There needs to be a way to break this argument
… was convinced by this argument
… was not impressed by this argument
wish to counter this argument
… to confirm this argument
We develop this argument

this argument had become much harder to sustain
this argument was rejected

this argument is not borne out by research

Engaging with other authors’ arguments:
Lextutor (BAWE) this argument  search
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Engaging with other authors’ arguments:
Lextutor ‘s argument, ‘s claim search

gains credibility
fails
lacks detailed analysis
provides no answer
makes convincing claims
is hard to accept
poses the problem

Engaging with other authors’ arguments
To support one’s claim:

This argument can be invoked to support the programme of 

language immersion in Canada, referred to in Chapter 2 …

Lextutor, Academic General

To accept an author’s argument:

There’s no reason to refute this argument …

Lextutor, Academic General

To refute a previous argument:

I would reject this argument as calculated to undermine…

BNC, Academic

To evaluate an argument:

Though not without merit, this argument is weaker here 

BNC, Academic
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Move 2: Establishing a niche by 
indicating a gap in the previous research

Swales, J. M., & Feak, C. B. (2009). Academic writing for graduate students: Essential 
tasks and skills Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press, p 244

Move2

Establishing a niche or gap
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Establishing a research gap
BNC KWIC (key word in context) search: little research

Establishing a niche or identifying a 
research gap: little research
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Identifying a research gap: 
alternative search little attention

Identifying a research gap: 
alternative search few studies
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Transition between Move 1 and 2:
from stating the importance/ presenting 
previous research to establishing the gap

Swales, J. M., & Feak, C. B. (2009). Academic writing for graduate students: Essential 
tasks and skills Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press, p 244

Transition between Move 1 and 2
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However

However can ‘often lead to main points 
that academic authors want to make’

(Biber et al., 1999: 881). 
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Transition from Move 1 to 
Move 2
Many studies have tested the effect of different types of speech on 
recall, but most focus on the effect of phonologically similar or 
dissimilar words on the number of items recalled, (Boyle, 1996). 
Results suggest that interference from background speech which is 
similar sounding disrupts working memory more than dissimilar 
sounding words. However very little research has been 
published testing the effects of semantically similar (related 
meaning) words as a distractor to memory. 

Establishing the 
research territory by 
reviewing previous 

research

Establishing the 
research gap

A high association between sense of humour and better 
psychosocial adjustment has been found in cancer patients 
(Dowling J, 2003). Also, research indicated that positive humour 
style was positively associated with social competence (Yip J, 
2005). However, there is little research that focuses on the role 
of humour and its relationship with intercultural adjustment. 

Lextutor, BAWE

previous 
research
Previous 
research

Establishing 
the gap

Transition between Move 2 and 3:
from establishing the gap to presenting 
the writer’s own research 

Swales, J. M., & Feak, C. B. (2009). Academic writing for graduate students: Essential 
tasks and skills Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press, p 244
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Transition between Move 2 and 3

Transition between Moves 2 and 3 : 
from establishing the gap to presenting 
the writer’s own research 

There has, however, been little research on the use of 
computers in planning practice. The research aims to develop 
the work and findings of an earlier project (Bardon and Stothers
1982) by: (1) extending and deepening the investigation of 
computer applications in UK local authority planning 
departments… 

BNC-English corpora

previous 
research

Establishing 
the gap

presenting 
own research
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Transition between Move 2 and 3:
lexical sharing (Swales, 2011: 60)

1. Little research has been conducted in relation to the field of 
Machine Translation (MT). The purpose of this research 
work is to determine the feasibility of using MT techniques for 
CLTR.

2. Little research in information systems security had 
previously focused on the internal control systems. As such, 
this research presents a new area in information systems 
security study. Lextutor, Academic General 

Transition between Move 2 and 3:
semantic sharing (Swales, 2011: 60)

1. In the first place, since little research had taken place outside 
London, we chose to investigate a provincial city.

2. Although religious educators often refer to religion in the lives 
of children and young people, and recommend that religious 
education draw on this experience in their 
teaching, little research has been done in the area. Using 
techniques developed during an earlier study of British Hindu 
children, an ethnographic study of children and young 
people from Christian, Muslim, Jewish and Sikh 
backgrounds in the context of their families and faith 
communities will be conducted in parts of the West Midlands.     

BNC-English corpora, KWIC search, expanded context
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Differences in presenting one’s own research

MICUSP Michigan Corpus of Upper-level Student 
Papers https://elicorpora.info/

MICUSP contains 829 A grade papers (about 2.6 million words) 
of University of Michigan graduate and senior undergraduate 
students which can be searched for words and expressions in 16 
disciplines. You can search this corpus selecting student level, 
discipline, paper type and textual features.

You can access whole papers, which can be useful for academic 
writers.
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MICUSP: How does it work? 
https://elicorpora.info/

Learners need to be provided with 
‘a range of samples of a genre or its 
characteristic elements so that they can 
acquire a repertoire of linguistic and 
rhetorical devices from which to choose’ 

(Petric, 2005, p. 224).

Such samples are very usefully provided by 
MICUSP
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Students can explore the way writers 
discuss problems in their writing (MICUSP) 

See the whole text by clicking 
on Paper ID
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Argument, hypothesis, problem
The three disciplines most frequently using the word argument are Philosophy, 
Economics and Political Science, with the lowest frequencies in Industrial and 
Operational Engineering, Mechanical Engineering, Civil and Environmental Engineering. 

Argument, hypothesis, problem
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Argument, hypothesis, problem
The use of problem is generally higher in all disciplines, the highest being in 
Industrial and Operational Engineering, but usage is also significant in 
Economics and Philosophy.

Problem-solution rhetorical pattern
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MICUSP: distribution of Problem-Solution 
pattern across disciplines and paper types

The pie chart shows that in the MICUSP corpus of academic writing 
problem occurs mainly in research papers (47% of results), reports (23%), 
argumentative essays (12%) and critiques (16%) and most frequently in 
engineering papers (IOE, Industrial & Operations Engineering).

Problem-solution pattern

1. Description of a situation

2. Identification of a problem

3. Description of a solution

4. Evaluation of the solution

Swales, J. M., & Feak, C. B. (2009). Academic writing for graduate students: Essential 
tasks and skills Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press, p 14
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However

A ‘common way to introduce a problem is to 

use an adversative sentence connector, such as 

however or nevertheless’ (Swales and Feak 2009: 109)

Charles also noted the role of however in 
signalling the Problem (Charles, 2011: 56).  

Patterns of introducing a research problem

60

However, the central problem remains
There is, however, a persistent problem

However, it is in X that the major problem lies
However, the problem can by no means be dismissed

However, it does highlight the major problem
a  special and limited problem
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BNC collocates

Swales, J. M., & Feak, C. B. (2009). Academic writing for graduate students: Essential 
tasks and skills Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press, p 85

Problem-Solution: Transition between the moves

There has been much investigation in Mathematics 
into how to solve the problem efficiently as well as 
optimally. My original algorithm provides a quick 
and intuitively simple method for solving 
the problem. 

1. Description of a situation

2. Identification of a problem

3. Description of a solution

4. Evaluation of the solution
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Problem-Solution pattern: Describing the 
problem, evaluating the solution

Swales, J. M., & Feak, C. B. (2009). Academic writing for graduate students: Essential 
tasks and skills Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press, p 85

1. Description of a situation

2. Identification of a problem

3. Description of a solution

4. Evaluation of the solution

because

Adverbials of result/ inference are used to 
‘to connect the writer’s claim to 
supporting facts’ Biber et al.(1999: 881).
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problem + because in Lextutor

In the corpus of professional writing ‘95% of the 
tokens for problem … fall into a causal 
category’ whereas in students’ corpus ‘only 
32% of the tokens occur in a causal relation’ 

Flowerdew (2003: 499).
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Problem-solution pattern: 
Supporting claims

This problem arises because each grid cell can only 
have a single attribute value and because the chosen 
grid dimensions are too large to resolve the spatial detail 
required. One answer is to use a finer grid to achieve 
finer detail (Walsh et al. 1987), but this causes a 
corresponding increase in the size of the database.

Problem + 
reasons

Solution

Evaluation of 
the solution

1. Description of a situation

2. Identification of a problem

3. Description of a solution

4. Evaluation of the solution

Problem-Solution pattern: Evaluating the 
solution

Swales, J. M., & Feak, C. B. (2009). Academic writing for graduate students: Essential 
tasks and skills Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press, p 85

1. Description of a situation

2. Identification of a problem

3. Description of a solution

4. Evaluation of the solution
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EuroCALL, Online Gathering, 20-21 August 
2020 69

Choose left

Evaluating the solution

Varying strength of claim: solution
definitive
critical
convincing 
credible
successful
desirable
acceptable
suitable
perfect
workable
perceived 
unexplored
temporary
tentative
unsatisfactory
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Strength of claim 

Strong
critical
convincing 
credible
definitive
successful
effective
optimal
perfect?

Cautious

acceptable
suitable
temporary
tentative
workable
possible

Solution

Perfect solution? 
Working out patterns of usage

Academic General

BAWE

BNC Medicine

BNC-English corpora 
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The best solution?

Counter-argumentation

73

74



28/02/2022

Anticipating criticism

‘Successful research writers construct texts by 
taking a novel point of view toward the issues 
they discuss while anticipating readers’ 
imagined reactions to those views’ 

(Hyland, Jiang 2016 p 251). 

Charles (2007) considered similar rhetorical functions 
of anticipated criticism and writers’ defence as a two-
move rhetorical pattern: anticipating-defence.

Counter-argumentation

In counter-argumentation, the line of reasoning 
followed by the writer commonly incorporates three 
main moves (plus signalling):

1. considering possible opposing views or counter-
arguments

(signalling the non-acceptance of these views)

2. contesting or refuting the counter-arguments

3. reiterating one’s own argument/ providing support
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Wild card 
search

Click on a 
keyword to 

see extended 
context

Even though one can argue that some of these 
choice criteria are not really a safeguard for public 
investment at all, the reality is that a practice has a 
slim chance of securing the job in this way unless it 
has a proven track record (BAWE, Architecture, Lextutor).

Patterns of counter-argumentation 
(Lextutor): one can argue presenting a 

possible 
counterargument

signalling the 
author’s 
disagreement and 
refutation to follow

refuting the 
counterargument
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Patterns of counter-argumentation (BNC, KWIC):
Some critics

Patterns of counter-argumentation 
(BNC, KWIC): Some critics argue that

Some critics also argue that there is a direct link 
between hospital closures and widespread 
homelessness and vagrancy, but this argument is not 
borne out by research. The Team for the Assessment of 
Psychiatric Services has shown, for example, that ‘long 
stay’ and 'new long stay' patients generally do well when 
they are discharged into the community.

presenting a 
possible 
counterargument

Signal of the 
author’s 
disagreement and 
refutation to follow

support
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Tatyana Karpenko-Seccombe
University of Huddersfield
t.karpenko-seccombe@hud.ac.uk

Have you got any questions?

Similar suggestions for tasks can be found 
in my recent book

Academic Writing with Corpora
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